
 

 

 

 

The year 2017, has been a very positive year for F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber Company. 

We have seen our sawmill production increase as we have made multiple mill improve-

ments, increased our shift hours, and as additional log supplies have become available 

at reasonable prices. Our lumber sales volumes and prices benefited greatly with the 

upward trend in the market that began earlier this year. There are a number of factors 

that have contributed to the increase in the lumber values, but most notably was the 

simple law of supply and demand.  The demand for wood products increased as our  

population continues to grow, most people are working and contributing to the health of 

the national economy, and the desire for the younger generations to build and live in 

their own homes became a reality.  We at Stoltze were very fortunate this past year to 

escape the natural disasters of floods, hurricanes, and catastrophic wildfires that 

struck many parts of our country.  The wildfires were all around us in Montana and the 

western US, but we fortunately were able to continue our mill operations and with only 

short interruptions to our logging infrastructure.  

 

We continue to work diligently on two major issues that greatly impact the forest       

products industry in this country. First, there has still not been a softwood lumber 

agreement reached between the United States and Canada to level the playing field 

regarding the two diversely different timber sourcing systems.  The US International 

Trade Commission (ITC) did implement in 2017 both counter-veiling and anti-dumping 

duties/tariffs on Canadian lumber imported into the US. Canada has recently filed in 

opposition to those duties under Chapter 19 of NAFTA to handle conflict resolution and 

also through a claim for relief through the World Trade Organization.  Hopefully 2018 

will bring about a path to resolve this contentious issue between the two countries.  

Second, we are working as hard as ever to finally pass federal legislation to restore   

active management to our national forest and simultaneously determine a wildfire 

funding solution.  Those of us who live, work, and recreate in the national forests of the 

west recognize that forest management and the efforts to minimize the impact of    

wildfires are not mutually exclusive. However, this is a tough battle with the majority of 

the population and elected officials across our country who live in urban and suburban 

areas to grasp or understand the dilemma we have put ourselves in with the lack of 

management of our public forests.    

 

Thank you to all of our employees and contractors for your hard work over the past 

year. Thanks too to the Stoltze family for your continued support of this company and of 

our long involvement and investment in the local communities. The forest products   

industry is a tough very cyclic business, but Stoltze has prevailed for over 105 years 

and hopefully will continue to do so long into the future.  Please work and play safe, en-

joy your families and friends, and have a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW 

YEAR.   

Chuck Roady 
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Another year has come and gone.  2017 was an   

exceptional year that came upon us quickly and is 

leaving a whole lot quicker.  We had good markets, 

great production, and plant improvements that will 

help future efficiency. Looking at the calendar it is 

hard to believe that there are only three weeks left in 

2017. 

   

The goal for 2017 was to produce 70 million board 

feet and as I am writing this we are already at 70 mil-

lion.  With three weeks left in the calendar year we 

should end up around 73 million board feet making 

it one of the best years the sawmill has ever had, if 

not the best.  This type of production is a direct     

reflection on the crew we have here at Stoltze.  When 

goals are set, sometimes they are hit, sometimes 

exceeded, and sometimes fall a little short, but more 

times than not, the goals we set here at Stoltze are 

exceeded and it is because of the people we have 

here at Stoltze.  Your hard work and dedication pays 

off time and time again.  Everyone in the company 

has to come together in order to meet the goals that 

are set.  The logs have to be brought in, broke down 

into lumber, stacked, dried, planed, wrapped, and 

shipped in order for us to continue to operate.  In 

2017 you blew it out of the water! 

 

A major upgrade in the sawmill in the form of a new 

stacker system was installed in 2017.  The stacker 

was up and running in November and was at produc-

tion levels on day one and has improved every day 

since.  The Electricians and Millwrights are continu-

ing to make little adjustments to the machine to 

make it run more efficient and reliable.  This was a 

much needed improvement that will help in the     

future survival of Stoltze.  The sawmill sorter was  

expanded with the addition of eight more sort bins; 

giving the Sawmill more sorting capability that will 

decrease downtime due to full bins.  The combina-

tion of these two improvements on the back end of 

the sawmill will help with the overall efficiency of the 

other machines and upgrades that have been done 

over the past few years. 
 

Continued on Page 4. . . . 

 

 
 

Our Forester, Cameron, still being the “new guy” af-

ter three years, was tasked with procuring the office 

Christmas tree again this year. Learning after two 

years of doing this, he brought two, to let the office 

choose. Let’s just call one Huge and the other Huger!  

They were both beautiful specimens.  After a rousing 

debate amongst the forestry staff and our General 

Manager regarding the hybridizing capacity of grand 

fir and subalpine fir, we all agreed to disagree. Thank 

God I did not involve my wife in that debate, she can 

be kind of black and white on stuff like that and I 

never win. But it smells good and makes the office 

feel cheery.  

 

The National Christmas tree may have come from 

the Kootenai National Forest, but the Flathead      

National Forest is giving us all a Christmas present of 

their own…….a new forest plan……3000 pages of a 

new forest plan. So much for streamlining the       

process! So I know what I get to do over Christmas. I 

am hopeful that they listened to all of the folks who 

provided comment and suggestion and we end up 

with a plan that moves us closer to more active   

management and taking care of the lands. If you are 

so inclined, take a look and share your thoughts with 

the Flathead N.F. as well. 

 

Looking back at 2017, it is easy to get caught up on 

the low points, like the long wet spring mud season, 

followed by an unprecedented fire season. The 

smoke this summer will be hard to forget and many 

still have a lingering cough. Fire restrictions came a 

good three weeks earlier than I can ever remember 

and lasted till late in September. It was no fun for 

anyone working in the woods. 

 
Miraculously, somewhere between the spring mud 

and summer dust, we were able to build a good log 

deck early in the summer. Unlike many of our neigh-

bors across the inland northwest, we came out of fire 

season with some logs in the yard. Good thing, be-

cause we went right from dust and fire, back to mud.  

Continued on Page 5 . . . .  
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Wow!  Almost Christmas. 

 

I am having a hard time accepting the fact that as I 

get older and am slowing down that time does not! 

2017 is almost behind us and what a year it has 

been.   

 

Winter and spring were finally over and summer  

arrived bringing increased production and a good 

balance between the sawmill and planer. I was able 

to start quoting 2-3 week ship times again. Prices 

were going up due to new home construction       

increasing even though a shortage of construction 

labor was slowing this increase.  

 

There is an old industry saying: “There has never 

been a market that this industry could not over   

produce.” 

 

That saying was put to the test many as producers 

in Canada and the Pacific Northwest were unable to 

respond to the rising prices as they were dealing log 

shortages brought on by the long and soggy spring 

and the rapid transition in to fire season. Kudos to 

Paul and the Forestry Department as we had a good 

log inventory and were able to maintain production 

at the increased levels. 

 

I started getting a lot of requests from customers 

that we used to do a lot of Fir and Larch car       

business with that had switched over to cheaper 

Canadian SPF. They were having a hard time sourc-

ing fiber plus the SPF prices had come up. One east 

coast customer in particular said Kris you never put 

any of your F&L on the list anymore and we do not 

even get a chance at it. He used to say I prefer your 

stock but the Canadians are so much cheaper I 

have to go that way. During that time we had devel-

oped a good local truck customer base and I am not 

willing to short their needs as they were buying from 

Stoltze when the times were tough. 
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ALES OFFICE S 

I recently attended the NAWLA trade show (North 

American Wholesale Lumber Association) in Chica-

go. What a difference a year makes; the overall atti-

tude of the attendees was very positive. We have 

seen record prices and sales this year and my job 

has been fun. 

 

There are still a lot of questions and uncertainty 

about the countervailing and anti-dumping duties 

and how they are going to affect the market and it 

is that time of the year where we start to see sea-

sonal slowdowns in construction. With that said I 

am going to have to go back to work. 

 
 Kris Page 

Sales Manager  

Merry Christmas 
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CO-GEN PLANT HAPPENINGS 

 
2017 Has been an excellent 

year for the Co-Gen. We battled 

the sub-zero winter weather to 

the sweltering heat of summer 

to keep the lights on for the community. Some fre-

quent questions that we are asked  

 

“What is a Co-Gen”? The answer is that we use the 

steam twice: 1st the steam enters the turbine to 

make power, and 2nd the steam is reused for dry-

ing lumber and heat for the facility.  

 

“What does a boiler do”? A boiler is a pressurized 

vessel filled with water that produces steam. We 

do this by adding hogged fuel (residual wood 

waste from the mill) at the rate of about 190 tons 

per day; the fuel is burned in a furnace to create 

heat to boil the water and make steam. 

 

 “How does a generator work”? A simple explana-

tion that I use is that a generator is the opposite of 

a motor. You give a motor AMPS and it gives you 

torque. A generator, you give it torque and it gives 

you AMPS. In our case we use the high-pressure 

steam to spin a turbine that is connected to the 

generator. The more steam we put to the turbine 

the more torque is applied to the generator and 

the more power we make. 

 

“How much power are we generating”? Our gener-

ator can power up to about 2,100 homes in the 

Flathead Valley. 

 

Not only did we burn over 67,000 tons of hogged 

fuel, and made over 330,000,000 lbs. of steam, 

and made over 21,000 MW\HR of electricity, but 

we did it safely and with a lot of pride.  

 

One of our major accomplishments in 2017 was 

made in water savings. Saving water also saves 

cost to the Co-Gen. We did this by optimizing the 

controls, increasing cycles of concentration to the 

cooling tower, and by reusing waste water as  

 
 

make up water to the cooling tower. This year we 

have saved approximately 5 Million gallons of water! 

 

We look forward to 2018 and the challenges it will 

bring. If it was easy it would not be much fun and 

everyone could do it and that is what makes the dif-

ference at FH Stoltze - the people!  I am proud to be 

part of the Stoltze family and “we will keep the lights 

on for you”. 

Lee Starkel 

 

 

 

 

Continued from Page 2. . . . .  

What does this mean though?  If we make the 

sawmill faster and more efficient then other depart-

ments or areas will need attention, right!  In 2018 we 

will be addressing some of these areas.  We will be 

looking at improving drying efficiency in the dry kilns 

and production efficiency in the planer.  All good 

things for the future and survival of Stoltze. 

 

I want to close by saying Thank You.  We can make 

these improvements year in and year out but it takes 

people to make these improvements work and to 

make them work right.  We have some darn good 

employees.  No; we have exceptional people here at 

Stoltze that are dedicated and hard working and that 

take pride in what they do and this is evident every 

day.  We are here today because of it!  Continue to 

work hard; but most importantly continue to work 

safe!  Thank You All! 

 

I will end like I ended 2016 by saying, keep moving 

forward, keep plugging away, take one day at a time, 

and remember tomorrow is a new day.  Keep a posi-

tive attitude, work safe, play safe, hug your loved 

ones little tighter and smile a little longer.   

Say “Good Bye” to 2017 and “HELLO” 2018! 

 

Trevor Kjensrud 
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As I write this, things are starting to firm up and we 

are gearing up for what will need to be a fast a furious 

winter logging season to build sufficient inventory for 

spring. With only about 60 working days between now 

and mud season…..we have our work cut out for us.  

 

Luckily the markets for lumber are strong and we can 

sell the products we are making. This winter should 

provide an opportunity for our woods workers to make 

up for some lost time this summer. We are fortunate 

to have wood under contract, now we just need to get 

it off the stump and to the mill. 

 

After a fire season like this, the age old debate over 

the efficacy of timber harvest in preventing wildfires 

rears its usually ugly head. It is simply not a black and 

white issue. But remember this: There are three 

things that drive wildfire behavior, Weather, Topogra-

phy and Fuel. The ONLY one we can have any influ-

ence over is fuel. Yes, logged areas burn. Under fire 

conditions like we had this year, everything – includ-

ing Walmart parking lots – burns. But remember, the 

majority of the acres that burned this year did so on 

only a handful of days that had very high winds, very 

high temperatures and extremely low relative humidi-

ty. 

Fuels treatments and vegetation management are 

not designed for these extreme fire conditions, but for 

the other 50 days of fire season, where suppression 

work can be successful. What fuel reduction treat-

ment provides is an opportunity for safer initial attack 

and an improved opportunity for suppression tactic 

success under the preponderance of weather condi-

tions.  

When folks tell you that logging does not prevent fires 

or even makes fires worse, go ahead and agree with 

them when there are extreme fire conditions. Then 

tell them about the three drivers of fire behavior. And 

then ask them what they suggest we do if we do not 

try to reduce fuels? Changing climate or topography 

are not very likely, the only option left is to take the 

people out of the landscape. Maybe that is really what 

they are after…….. 

Continued  

DNRC may have had a little egg on their face when 

MT FWP beat them to the punch with getting the 

first fire salvage timber sale to the market in Novem-

ber. But kudo’s to Tim Thier and Jason Parke for  

getting right on the salvage treatment! We            

purchased the West Kootenai WMA salvage and by 

the time this is published, those logs should be  

moving. The state is not far behind and have been 

putting up their salvage sales at a frenetic pace. 

 

We have been working closely with the Forest      

Service both at the regional and forest level to help 

them prioritize salvage projects and provide input on 

where to focus their efforts. Time is such a premium 

on these fire salvages and I think the USFS is finally 

getting the message. They have hard goals of get-

ting their salvage to market no later than late     

summer 2018 so salvage operations can take place 

next fall and winter. While more is better, time is 

even more important. We hope they are successful 

in their efforts and will work with them along the 

way. 

 

From my family to yours, I wish you a very Merry 

Christmas and best wishes for a prosperous New 

Year.  Spend some extra time with your family and 

friends, remember what is really important in your 

life and reflect on your fortunes.  The good news 

is……..the trees are still growing! 

 

Merry Christmas! 
Paul McKenzie 
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With the coming Christmas season, I always look forward to watching three old movies that I used to watch 

every year as a child with my parents: White Christmas, Miracle on 34th Street, and It’s a Wonderful Life.  I 

carried this tradition on with my own children for as long as I could keep them watching.  Why you may ask?  

Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye, Maureen O’Hara, John Payne, Jimmy Stewart and Donna Reed, while probably  

unknown by the current generation, were all wonderful and likeable actors.  The main reason is that all 

three stories take us back to a much simpler time in America when right and wrong were clearly definable 

and it was easy to tell the good guys from the bad guys.  All three stories have a villain or problem that must 

be overcome, yet goodness and the human spirt triumphs every time.  We seem to have lost that humanity 

in large segments of our culture and society today.  However, it is not dead yet.  That humanity exists in all 

of us and there is no better time to let it flow outwards than during the Christmas season.  Celebrate and 

reflect on the life of the man whose birthday we have celebrated at Christmas for the past 2,000+ years. 

 

Editorial 
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Jeff Clausen 
Editor  


